
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



1916] Manufacturing Industries 11$ 

Manufacturing Industries 
The Tin-Plate Industry. A Comparative Study of its Growth in 
the United States and in Wales. By D. E. Dunbar. Hart, 
Schaffner & Marx Prize Essays, XX. (Boston: Houghton 
Mifflin Company. Pp. 133. $1.00.) 
The tinplate industry has received a great deal of attention both 
because of its spectacular rise in this country after the adoption 
of the highly protective duties in 1890 and because of the vicissi- 
tudes which tinplate manufacturing has undergone in free-trade 
Wales after the loss of the American market. 

Mr. Dunbar, like Mr. Jones in his recently published monograph 
on the same subject, considers the changes in the technique of pro- 
duction, the conditions of labor in the various branches of the 
work, and the formation of associations and combinations for the 
purpose of controlling the making and the marketing of tin plates. 
The book concludes with an analysis of the import and export 
trade and with an attempt to ascertain what light the history of the 
tinplate industry in the United States throws on the policy of "pro- 
tection to young industries." The writer grants that high duties 
stimulated production, but he is of the opinion that the prime fac- 
tors in the wonderful development were technical progress, an effi- 
cient labor supply, cheap and abundant raw materials, good organi- 
zation, and enormous markets. These conclusions are undoubtedly 
correct. 

One may challenge Mr. Dunbar's statement that the formation 
of the American Tinplate Company was due to unhealthy competi- 
tion; it was rather the desire on the part of the manfacturer to 
exploit to the full the advantages of a protected market which led 
first to "gentlemen's agreements" and when these proved unsatis- 
factory to the consolidation of interests in the trade. Mr. Dun- 
bar's own narrative does not bear out his statement. He adds to it 
on page 103, "to be sure not a single firm had failed in the period 
of drastic competition in the nineties and profits were still good, but 
there were altogether too many firms in the field" ; and on page 77, 
he writes, "although not a single firm had failed during this period 
of competition the falling rate of profit was not regarded with satis- 
faction by the manufacturers who made several unsuccessful at- 
tempts to stop the decline." No manufacturers regard with satis- 
faction a falling rate of profit, but is a falling rate of profit 
identical with unhealthy competition?" Professor Taussig in 
Some Aspects of the Tariff Question, referring to the formation 
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of the American Tinplate Company, states (pp. 177-178) : "the 
protective tariff became the mother of a trust, and that trust 
exploited the possibilities of protected monopoly" ; and again 
(p. 181) : "at no time after 1901 was there such an exploitation 
of the tariff as in the year immediately after the Tinplate Com- 
pany was formed." 

The author disposes effectively of the manufacturers' claims that 
they still need the retention of duties on tin plates; he shows the 
untenability of the "pauper labor" argument as well as of the argu- 
ments that the Welsh producer is enjoying a lower cost of tinplate 
bars, that the interest and maintenance charges in the American 
industry are larger than in Wales and that the producers in this 
country are under disadvantages in freight rates. Mr. Dunbar's 
discussion of the sales of American tin plates in Canada at a lower 
price than in the United States seems futile, and one is rather sur- 
prised to find it in the book. One misses a more extensive ac- 
count of the legislative history of the industry; as to the "fasci- 
nating industrial history" it is stripped of all its fascination in the 
writer's survey. Many topics are treated too briefly to permit of 
anything but a colorless chronicle of events. The book shows a 
careful study of the literature of the subject and it gives one a 
comprehensive idea of the tinplate industry both in its immediate 
and its larger aspects. 

Simon Litman. 

University of Illinois. 
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